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General Information about The EarthRights

» EarthRights International (ERI) is a nongovernmental, nonprofit organization that

combines the power of law and the power of people in defense of human rights

and the environment.

Human Rights + Environment = EarthRights

» ERI specialize in;
Fact-finding
Legal actions against perpetrators of earth right abuses
Training grassroots and community leaders

Advocacy campaigns




» ERI was founded by Alanna Hartzok and Annie Goeke in 2002.

» ERI offices are in Pennsylvania and California and its major partners are in Senegal and

lvory Coast.

» ERI has created to take an innovative approach to education, advocacy and

building sustainable communities in the world’s poorest regions.

» A model of development > Re-localization of development

» ERI believes that in order to empower communities to MANAGE
and DIRECT THEIR OWN DEVELOPMENT, strategies and expert knowledge P

must be conceived LOCALLY.




ERI Objectives

to
crucial global issues in
African development and
create awareness.

poor and
undeveloped countries in
managing and directing
their own local
development.

by promoting cross-
cultural collaboration.

the divide between
academic research in

sustainable development
and action in the field.




Projects and Achievements

Main Projects:

1) Accountability & Transparency in the Extractive

Industries

2) Land Rights and Clean Environments for Vulnerable

Communities
3) Large Scale Infrastructure Projects
4) Corporate Accountability
5) Rights and Security of Earth Rights Defenders

6) Climate Change & Climate Justice

WARNING: THIS PUBLICATION MAY CAUSE INSTANT AND LONG TERM AWAKENING
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# . THE INALIENABLE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

«'~ to which each person is inherently entitled
. _8imply because she or he is a human being
#.% living on this small blue planet.

Read it, share it and take action
to protect the innate dignity of life

@ Universal declaration of Human Rights

\¥7/// The Earth Charter



1) Accountability & Transparency in the Extraxtive Industri

» ERI defends fair distribution of revenue in extraxtive industries such as gas, oil and other

renewable natural resources.

» ERI believes that the conuntries that are rich in resources work so much to extract these resoru
by facing many environmental and human rights violation, however they see benefits. few

tangible

» ERI works for justifying this kind of inequalities by establishing accountability and transparenq(
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» ERI takes an approach that includes

providing legal advocacy, raising s R % =~ e SN
= Sl s \ Laws should protect people—not profits.
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awareness and educating.
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American Petroleum Institute vs. SEC: Revenue
Transparency Litigation

» In 2012 American Petroleum Institute(API) sued US Securities and Exchange

Comission(SEC) for a transparency law.

» SEC required a transparency law that requires extractive industries to report

their revenue values transparently which will prevent corruptions.

» API sued SEC to strike this law down entirely. APl members: BP, Shell, Chevron,

ExxonMobil etc.

» ERI supported transparency with legal advocacy and the campaigns for paying

attention to fair distribution of revenues.

» SEC won the transparency litigation in 2015 and during these 3 years ERI

supported the case in the court and in the field.




2) Land Rights and Clean Environments for Vulnerable
Communities

» Under this subject, ERI fights against all kinds of pollution and

environmental abuses especially in vulnerable communities.

» Powerful countries like US, commonly use undeveloped countries

for cheap production, resource extraction, building etc.

» Developed countries use poor countries’ cheap labor force
extremely in inhumane conditions and while running their

business they damage this vulnerable areas.

» As an example achievement, ERI has been helping victims of

bophal disaster legally and humanely.




3) Large Scale Infrastructure Projects
Preventing environmental damages in large scale infrastructure projects.

4) Corporate Accountability

Every year ERI publish Congressional Report Card on corporate accountability. Purpose is
promoting transparency and responsible business practices and holding corporations

accountable for their actions.
5) Rights and Security of Earth Rights Defenders
6) Climate Change & Climate Justice

Taking attention and raising awareness to climate change and global warming.




Amazon tribe turns oil spills into payday after 7 yed
legal battle
>

which is one of the largest U.S. oil and gas companies
» caused pollution - premature deaths, birth defects and damaged the habitat in Peru

» EarthRights International helped the Peru’s Achuar tribe to sue the company. The suit clé
children died from drinking contaminated water from the river

» Members of the tribe announced they reached a settlement with the company,
pay an unspecified amount for health, education and nutrition projects over the next seve

» Itis the first time a company from the United States has been sued in a U.S. court for pollu
in another country

» After, a similar case happened with Pluspetrol company, which is concluded lawsuit against thé
and demanding the company to pay compensation

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/05/indigenous-peruvians-amazon-pollution-settlement-us-oil-occidental
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Koh Kong Sugar Plantation ,

Cambodia

» In 2006, about 4000 villagers’ land was illegally confiscated by |
brutal force to make way for sugar plantation in Sre Ambel, Koh A L
Kong Province, Cambodia. gl Uit
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Industry in Koh Kong Provincial Court cancellation of the

» In 2007, the villagers filed a complaint aiainst Koh Kong Sugar
contract.

» In 2010, villagers filed a complaint to the National Human Rights
Commission of Thailand (NHRCT) with the support of EarthRights
International (ERI).

» In 2015, the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand released
a report in which it recognises that the

» The communities have spent eight years pursuing the return of their
land

» The report sends a clear message to companies that they must abide
by Cambodian laws and international human rights standards in their
investments




In the 1990s partnered with the Nigerian
government in a violent crackdown on

environmental activists, culminating in the torture E N5 I% i _ AR
and executions of nine Ogoni leaders who were L y

working for human rights, including internationally- ! ’ tﬁ' SHELL: WE SA
acclaimed writer and activist Ken Saro-Wiwa. [ | B " e

Ogoni people in Nigeria with the help of ERI took Shell
to court.

In 2009, Shell agreed to a settlement of all

lawsuits filed against it with the plaintiffs. ;gm;mum[l\ﬂﬂl"ﬁ"““” ‘
s J

The settlement, whose terms are public, provided a 0 ]

total of $15.5 million to compensate the plaintiffs,

establish a trust for the benefit of the Ogoni people,

and cover some of the legal costs and fees associated

with the case.
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is Union Oil Company of California

The plaintiffs were Burmese peasants who
suffered a variety of violations at the hands of
Burmese army units that were securing the
pipeline route

Plaintiffs in this case sought redress for the
human rights abuses associated with the Unocal
pipeline project in Burma

Unocal has agreed to settle the claims

who sued the firm
for complicity in forced labor, rape, and murder.
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Current Situation

According to annual report in 2014,

NGO has expanded from a single-room, one-computer office in Thailand, to four offices in
the U.S., Peru, Thailand, and Myanmar, housing a team of sixty worldwide.

Over the course of the next five years, they plan to build on the past 20 years of
accomplishments while advancing their mission to protect and promote earth rights globally
through combining training, legal, and campaigns

Also recently, they are working on HEART program, which trained students from the
Thai/Myanmar border to work for the protection of the environment, human rights and
health within their communities.
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Raise your Voice!

Create your own fundraising Page and become an

Power of Lawvw, Power of People:
Using film to ampli local voices to tor our Spread the word 1o your
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» EarthRights Internationals’ distinctive feature is that it defends both human
rights and environmental rights.
» Also, ERI has a different approach because they are working in three main
ways , uwlowE o
(i g

= |n the classroom -
= |n the field

= In the courtroom




Similar NGO’s defending human rights: GloBAl

Similar NGO’s defending environmental rights: T _—

NatureServe, Project AWARE, Earthwatch, Anti-Nuclear Movement, Greenpeace
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» Earthrights International corporates with the Alien Tort Statute (ATS). The
Alien Tort Statute(ATS) allows victims of human rights abuses committed

abroad to sue those responsible in U.S. Federal courts.

» ATS enables victims of international violations such as terrorism, war crimes,

killings to claim their rights on U.S. Courts.

» Just like ERI, The Humpty Dumpty Institute, Karthiyeka Gramodvog Shikshan
Sanstan (KGSS), The Center for Justice Accountability (CJA), International
Labor Rights Fund (ILRF) are other NGOs which also corporate with the ATS.
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» ERI and NGO’s like Amnesty

International, Human Rights Watch, AM N ESTY

Greenpeace play an important role in INTERNATIONAL

o

» Earthrights International promises to
be a source of transparency to the

exposures of human rights and

environmental problems.

uncovering and publicizing activities HUMAN [

to people.



Earthrights International provides
education in order to train leaders to
defend their rights and homelands from

abuses.

Other similar NGOs that give education;
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» ERI also makes collaborations in order to work more effectively .
International Corporate Accountability Roundtable (ICAR) is an example of
one of the coalitions that ERI made. NGO’s like ERI, Human Rights Watch
Human Rights First and Global Witness made a collaboration in order to
harness the power of the human rights community to defend existing laws,
policies and legal precedents.

Some other coalitions which ERI is in: international
corporate
accountability
roundtable

= Mekong Legal Network
= Publish What You Pay
= Burma Environmental Working Group (BEWG)

= Save the Mekong
= The True Cost of Chevron
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