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Çorbada Tuzun Olsun
NGO that works for homeless disadvantaged people, to supply their basic needs 

and earn them back into society
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➔ Economic

➔ Mental Health



Who?    When?    Why?

January
 2017
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Ahmet Türker, Berkan Çelik, Yasemin Uluçınar at ÇOTUN office, 2017

● Communicate with homeless 
while meeting the basic 
humanitarian needs

● Create awareness about 
homelessness and how to 
support homeless 



How Does It Work?
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How Does It Work?
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Preventable Consequences
By working towards diminishing homelessness, they fight against:

● Reducing crime rates
● Social trauma
● Addiction 
● Poverty
● Refugee crisis
● Injustice
● Callousness
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Main Projects 
and 

Achievements
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● Supported and run by Akbank

● Brings university students of age 18-26 together for voluntary social responsibility 
projects

● Şehrin İyi Hali supported ÇOTUN by raising awareness to the project and guided the 
students to volunteer for ÇOTUN and many other NGOs

● Encouraged students to come up with new and more sustainable ideas to overcome 
homelessness, students encouraged to be become an active part of the solution

● Students were educated on what is volunteering, what specific NGOs work on, what 
is the correct behaviour while working on the field
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12https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtsHUrER6sQ

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtsHUrER6sQ


● Sub organization of Askıda Ne Var?

● Started on February 2020

● Relieved the hardship homeless people were experiencing 

during covid restrictions

● Meal Box provided the meals and volunteers of ÇOTUN 

distributed them

● Enabled philanthropists to take action through an established 

channel

● It is an ongoing project 
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● For every 4 meals donated, Meal Box offers 1 extra meal

● Just in 6 months, 44.940 plates of food (equivalent to approximately 10 
thousand meals) were delivered to around 110 homeless people everyday 

● Locations: Beyoğlu, Gümüşsuyu, Tophane, Beşiktaş, Maçka, Yıldız

● According to current data: 2406 meals are on the hook, 6218 meals were 
donated by Meal Box and 25.183 meals were taken off the hook by people in 
need
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Üniversiteliler Bir Kasede is an example of a cooperation 
between university clubs and Çorbada Tuzun Olsun. 32 clubs 
from 21 universities in Istanbul united their powers to increase 
awareness to homelessness and  to do that gathered 
ingredients of lentil soup and cooked it together with Çorbada 
Tuzun Olsun volunteers. 

Each university was assigned a single ingredient such as 
lentils, butter or the lid and bowl. They gathered everything in 
the office of Çorbada Tuzun olsun. After cooking the soup 
everybody took part in the distribution that night. The event 
first took place on 1 March 2018.
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Üniversiteliler Bir Kasede



Elazığ Earthquake

ÇOTUN is a member of NGO 
Disaster Coordination Platform 
founded by local and national 
NGOs in which they take 
responsibilities in case of disaster 
and provide their expertise in their 
own area to relieve the pain as 
quickly as possible. 
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Success 
and 

Failure 
Stories
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Successes

● Starting from October 2017, within 3 
months, 96 pants, 157 coats, 512 
blankets, 211 boots and shoes, 424 
socks, 60 underwear, 35 shirts, 196 
sweaters, 347 scarves,berets and gloves

● In 2019, with the sponsorship of Bizim 
Mutfak, 37.515 bowls of soup were 
distributed
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● Until Covid-19, 47 homeless people 
were reintegrated into the 
community

● In 2021, 4 homeless people were 
allowed to start work in Gebze, Ekol 
Lojistik
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Successes



Failures
● No big failures 😊

● However, 
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● Supported by over 20 organizations and companies
● Total of 18,911 volunteers throughout the years
● Published an article about Covid-19
● Following 850 homeless in their social monitoring program
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Current Situation 
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Similar NGOs Worldwide
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● European NGO focusing exclusively on 
the fighting against homelessness 

● Ending homelessness in Europe

● 120 member organisations from 30 
countries, including 27 Member States
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European Federation of National Organisations 
Working with the Homeless

https://www.feantsa.org/en/membership/member-map
https://www.feantsa.org/en/membership/member-map


● Aims to provide assistance to homeless people at any time 
● Fight against great exclusion of homeless people from the society

● Reaching out to people, seeking emergency accommodation 
solutions, and offering emergency exit in conjunction with partners 

● Accommodation centers and social hotels, hospitalized or mobile 
healthcare services 

● Today deploys its activities all over the world
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“My room is perfect: everything is new, 
everything is good, fine. My life 
changed suddenly!”

-Ramon, age 67

His accommodation (logement) was 
arranged by Samusocial volunteers. 
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● Nochlezhka was founded in St. Petersburg in 1990

● It feeds the homeless, keeps them warm, helps them 
sort out their papers, find a job, register as disabled, 
get accepted at care homes, find relatives and return 
home, challenge fraudulent transactions at court, and 
defends the rights of the homeless and people with no 
official registration
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Russia’s oldest charity providing assistance to 
homeless people
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● For 40 years, Feeding America has responded to the 
hunger crisis in America

● Network of 200 food banks across the country

● Feeding America works with manufacturers and 
retailers Partners donate truckloads of food they are 
unable to sell
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https://www.feedingamerica.org/our-work/food-bank-network
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Any Questions?
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● https://www.bizimmutfak.com.tr/corbada-tuzun-olsun-projesi/ 
● https://artigercek.com/haberler/jakuzi-den-corbada-tuzun-olsun-dernegi-ne-destek 
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● https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/yasam/bir-tas-corbayla-baslayan-iyilik-hareketi-evsizleri-toplum
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● https://www.marketingturkiye.com.tr/haberler/meal-boxdan-buyuyen-iyilik-hareketi-askid
a-yemek-var/ (kaynakcaya eklenecek)

● https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2018/gundem/evsizler-icin-universitelilerin-de-corbada-tuzu-ol
acak-2164933/

● https://kariyermerkezi.marmara.edu.tr/notice/genc-egitimciler-kulubu-etkinlik-duyurusu
● https://www.feedingamerica.org/
● https://homeless.ru/en/
● https://www.samusocial.paris/
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